INTRODUCTION

TO THE ESV MEN’S DEVOTIONAL BIBLE

The author of the epistle to the Hebrews reminds us that “it is good for the
heart to be strengthened by grace” (13:9). The ESV Men’s Devotional Bible is
uniquely designed for men to achieve that very goal.

This resource does more than inform the mind. Its aim is to equip and
encourage men who long to experience spiritual and moral transformation in
the depths of their heart. More than 50 men who serve as pastors, professors,
and Christian leaders have contributed 365 daily devotional studies and a
wide array of articles on biblical themes of practical importance to the lives of
men today.

Perhaps never before in the history of the church have men faced the
intensity of temptation and relentless assault from the world, the flesh, and
the Devil that we are witnessing in our day. The essence of biblical masculin-
ity is being undermined as we are repeatedly told that a “real man” must be
wealthy, influential, autonomous, self-made, sexually liberated, and self-reliant.
The result is that marriages are being destroyed, families are in crisis, and
countless men are increasingly losing their sense of identity in Jesus Christ.
The ESV Men’s Devotional Bible speaks pointedly to men who long for lives
of integrity, self-sacrifice, love, and passionate devotion to their families and,
above all, to the Lord Jesus Christ.

Our goal is to strengthen and transform the hearts of men through the
power of the Spirit-inspired Word of God. Based on the acclaimed English
Standard Version of the Bible, the ESV Men’s Devotional Bible provides daily
insights into Scripture that not only enlighten the mind but especially feed,
nurture, and empower the hearts of men to enjoy all that God is for them in
Jesus Christ. Each daily devotional study has been freshly created for this
project, and each is tied to a particular biblical passage that speaks to the
most pressing needs and concerns that men face today. The contributors
are themselves men who understand the unique challenges we encounter
in today’s world, and they have written with an eye to the application of
Scripture to our most practical needs. Their insights are theologically rich,
honest, vulnerable, penetrating, and always gospel-centered.

The devotionals included in the ESV Men’s Devotional Bible are not
arranged topically or thematically, but rather are tethered closely to the text
on which each is based. Every book of the Bible contains at least one devo-
tional, connected with the passages that most clearly capture key themes of
that book. If the 365 devotionals are read consecutively throughout the year,
along with the passages on which they are based, beginning in Genesis and
ending in Revelation, the reader will have gained by the end of the year an
extensive overview of Scripture and the history of salvation.

The devotionals are therefore not explicitly tied to specific dates on the
calendar. This is deliberate, and is meant to free the reader to use the devo-
tionals in a variety of ways. Whether read sequentially, occasionally, or as a
supplement to the study of a particular book, the devotionals are designed
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to enhance your study of God’s Word by reflecting deeply on the biblical text
and its meaning for us today. If you would like to see the listing of devotion-
als at a glance, we have provided a Canonical Index of Devotionals on pages
1586-1596 in the back of this Bible.

In addition to the daily devotional readings, we have provided brief intro-
ductions to each book of the Bible that will orient the reader to what God is
saying to us through that particular portion of his Word. We have especially
focused in these introductions on the way any given book of the Bible speaks
to a man’s heart.

Finally, 14 special articles (pages 1529-1570) address issues of greatest inter-
est to men and provide spiritually rich, biblically rooted, heart-strengthening
guidance to enable the believer to more faithfully love his wife, his children, the
church, and our Lord.

May the Lord’s grace strengthen and encourage you as you immerse your-
self in his life-changing Word.

Sam Storms
General Editor
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MARVELING AT MERCY

ike the idols they would

worship (Deut. 4:28),

the majority of Moses’

listeners had eyes that

didn’t see and ears that didn’t hear. They

were ignorant of God’s greatness, blind

to his glory, and deaf to his word (29:4;

cf. Ps. 115:4-8). Their rebellion and unbe-

lief had led to four decades of discipline

in the wilderness (Deut. 1:26, 32, 35), and

even most of those from the new gen-

eration were stubborn, unbelieving, and

rebellious (9:6-7, 23-24). Their obsti-

nacy would lead to enactment of the

covenant curses, climaxing in exile from

the Promised Land (4:25-28; cf. 30:1;
31:16-17, 27-29).

How amazing, therefore, is Moses’
promise of new covenant redemption
(4:29-37; cf. parallel promises in 30:1-10).
After experiencing curse in the latter
days, the people would seek the Lord
and actually find him (4:29). They would
return to God and obey his voice (v. 30).
Verse 31declares the reason why: “For the
LorD your God is a merciful God.” Mercy
stands at the forefront of Yahweh’s char-
acter (Ex. 34:6). It identifies God’s deep
compassion for his people and often
expresses the withholding of a judgment
that they deserve. Without mercy, there
would be no new covenant—no victory,
no hope, no life. But mercy has come,
and Moses stresses in Deuteronomy 4:31

JASON S. DEROUCHIE

DEUTERONOMY 4:29-31

that this new covenant mercy means that
God’s presence as provider and protec-
tor is now sure (“He will not leave you”),
that his wrath is now appeased (“[He will
not] destroy you”), and that both Jews
and Gentiles can rejoice in salvation. God
has remembered “the covenant with
your fathers” that through Abraham all
the world would be blessed (i.e., justified;
Gen. 12:2-3; 22:18; cf. Gal. 3:8, 14).

Like Israel of old, we begin our lives
with a sensory disability: we are spiritu-
ally ignorant, blind, and deaf. We need
God to overcome our illness. If you
have sought the Lord and found him
(Deut. 4:29), then marvel at his mercy. If,
“according to his great mercy,” God has
caused you “to be born again to a living
hope” (1 Pet. 1:3), then make much of his
mercy. If you find yourself today worship-
ing something worthless, then plead for
more mercy, and by these same mercies
present your body “as a living sacrifice,
holy and acceptable to God” (Rom. 12:1).

The decisive cause of all new covenant
relationship is blood-bought mercy.
Stand in awe today of the mercy-filled
gifts of justification (Rom. 3:24), sancti-
fication (Rom. 6:17, 22), and eternal life
(Rom. 6:23). “The Father of mercies and
the God of all comfort” has entered into
our world in Christ (2 Cor. 1:3). May we
marvel at mercy—such free, undeserved,
yet costly love.

Next devotional reading: page 197



ave you ever heard a

child ask, “Why do |

have to obey?” Moses

expects that parents

who love and obey God (Deut. 6:4-6)

and are calling their children to do so as

well (v. 7) will get this kind of question

(v. 20). In these verses, he shows us how
to reply.

First, we should recall the context of
obedience (vv. 21-23). Specifically, we
should (1) stress our desperate situation
apart from God; (2) highlight God’s sav-
ing activity that freed us; and (3) empha-
size that God is faithful to the end.

We see the first two steps in the
statement, “We were Pharaoh’s slaves
in Egypt. And the LorD brought us out”
(v. 21). God delivered Israel from bond-
age through the exodus. They were
slaves; God was the Savior. Following
God is a response to past grace, and
heeding God’s rules is about freedom,
not slavery. The same is true in a deeper
way in the new covenant, as Jesus our
Savior frees us from slavery to sin and
God’s wrath through the cross.

Next, “He brought us out from [Egypt],
that he might ... give us the land” (v. 23).
While many Israelites, by their unfaithful-
ness, forfeited the opportunity to enter
the Promised Land (2:14-15), God him-
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WHY MUST I OBEY?

DEUTERONOMY 6:20-25

self is always faithful both to bless and
to curse. With God is life and victory;
apart from him is death. In Christ, all who
believe find real rest now (Matt. 11:28)
and have the sure hope of complete rest
in eternity (Heb. 4:1-13). This fact should
motivate our loyalty.

Second, we should recall the bene-
fits of obedience (Deut. 6:24). Moses
motivates obedience by emphasizing
the blessings that it brings: “The LorD
commanded us to do all these statutes,
to fear the LorDp our God, for our good
always, that he might preserve us alive,
as we are this day” (v. 24). Like the cir-
cle of blessing that surrounds a child
who obeys and honors her parents
(Eph. 6:1-3), there is a deep connection
between heeding God’s word and enjoy-
ing life: “Man does not live by bread
alone, but . .. by every word that comes
from the mouth of the Lorp” (Deut. 8:3;
cf. Matt. 4:4; Deut. 32:47).

Jesus’ perfect obedience secures our
pardon, purchases God’s promises, and
provides the power to enjoy life (Rom.
8:1-4,13; 2 Cor. 1:20). When your children
ask you the point of following God, point
them to God’s past grace and faithful-
ness and remind them of the blessings
enjoyed by all who say no to sin and yes
to God.

Next devotional reading: page 199



he Lord called Israel
to “devote . . . to complete
destruction” the nations inhab-
iting the Promised Land (Deut.
7:1-2; cf. 20:17). These pagans and their
wares would easily become snares to
Israel, turning them from God and mak-
ing them his enemy (7:4, 26; cf. 8:19-20;
20:18). Failure to overcome obstacles
to God-centered living is a serious and
dangerous offense against the Lord, who
deserves all our love (6:5).

In this passage, the new generation
of Israelites is facing the same “greater
and taller” people who had terrorized
their parents (1:28), and Moses antici-
pates that some in his audience will fear
defeat (7:17). Moses calls for a fearless
attack (v. 18a) and clarifies the nature
and reason for boldness. First, a valiant
assault starts by recalling God’s past
grace and its resulting future prom-
ises (vv. 18-20). For Israel, this meant
remembering (1) how Yahweh saved
them by defeating the greatest earthly
power (vv. 18b-19a) and (2) that he who
freed them from both shackles and flood
in Egypt would certainly secure victory
for them over lesser foes (vv. 19b-20).
The old covenant pattern of redemption
and provision finds its climax in Christ,
in whom every promise is now “Yes” for
Christians (2 Cor. 1:20): “He who did not
spare his own Son but gave him up for

JASON S. DEROUCHIE

DEFEATING FEAR

DEUTERONOMY 7:17-26

us all, how will he not also with him gra-
ciously give us all things?” (Rom. 8:32).

Second, we gain confidence in battle
from knowing that our God, who is with
and for us, is both able and willing to
fight victoriously (Deut. 7:21-24). Israel’s
present help was “a great and awesome
God” (v. 21b), and he would “clear away
these nations” (v. 22a). While victory
would not come immediately (v. 22), it
would be complete, for Yahweh would
fight for them (vv. 23-24). Like lIsrael,
Christians must believe that the great
and awesome God exists and that he
rewards all who earnestly seek him (Heb.
11:6). Faith in God fuels courage.

Christians stand in a different redemp-
tive period than Moses. Physical wars are
not part of the church’s mission. This is
because Christ’s kingdom is not yet of
this world (John 18:36), and it expands
spiritually through suffering, not by a
sword (Mark 10:45; Col. 1:24), and by
preaching, not by a pistol (Matt. 28:19-
20; Acts 1:1-8). Nevertheless, Christians
are engaged in a spiritual battle against
the same enemy forces that derailed
both the Canaanites and the Israelites
(2 Cor. 10:3-6; Eph. 6:10-12; 1 Pet. 5:6-11),
and we move ahead confident that Christ
is greater and has already triumphed
(1John 4:4; Col. 2:15). Faith in God’s faith-
fulness helps defeat our fears (1 Thess.
5:23-24).

Next devotional reading: page 201



NO LONGER STUBBORN

e can be slow learn-
ers. After decades of
discipline, Israel should
have known that God takes
sin and his glory seriously and that
they should too. Yahweh’s “consuming
fire,” which either incinerates sinners or
ignites holiness (see Lev. 9:23-10:3), was
about to destroy the “wicked” nations
of Canaan (Deut. 9:3-5). Nevertheless,
Israel was ignoring the gravity of the
moment, for the same “wickedness” that
had been apparent in them 40 years pre-
viously remained unchanged. The lack of
God-dependence evident at Mount Sinai
(vv. 12-21) and in the initial journey to
Kadesh (vv. 22-23) continued, for they
were still “stubborn” (v. 6) and “rebel-
lious against the LORD” (vv. 7, 24).

This obstinacy revealed the people’s
unrighteousness: “Know, therefore, that
the LorD your God is not giving you
this good land to possess because of
your righteousness, for you are a stub-
born people” (9:6). Righteousness is
about keeping everything in its right
order, which means putting God above
everything else. Fearing, following, lov-
ing, and serving the Lord (10:12-13)
would have proven Israel’s righteousness
(6:25; cf. 24:13), but their failure to do so
revealed a heart problem requiring sur-
gery: “Circumcise therefore the foreskin
of your heart, and be no longer stub-
born” (10:16).

The internal nature of stubbornness

JASON S. DEROUCHIE

DEUTERONOMY 9:6

and ignorance makes it impossible for
us to perform the necessary operation
on our own hearts. So without the divine
Surgeon mercifully healing (29:4), Israel’s
fate would be the same as that of their
pagan enemies (see 31:27-29).

Amazingly, God promised that, on the
other side of judgment, he would accom-
plish for his people what they could not
do on their own. He would remove their
callousness, empower their love, and
bring them new life: “When all these
things come upon you, the blessing and
the curse, . .. the Lorp your God will cir-
cumcise your heart and the heart of your
offspring, so that you will love the LorD
your God with all your heart and with
all your soul, that you may live” (30:1, 6;
cf. 4:30-31). Moses had equated Israel’s
stubbornness with ignorance, unrigh-
teousness, and uncircumcised hearts
(9:3, 6; 10:16); now, he says, with God’s
new covenant heart surgery, they will
enjoy knowledge, righteousness, and
healing.

Let us rejoice today, for the great
Healer of all spiritual disability has come
in the person of Jesus. By his Spirit, he
circumcises our hearts (Rom. 2:29; Col.
2:11), helps us to know him (John 17:3;
Heb. 8:11), declares us righteous (Rom.
5:19; Phil. 3:9), and empowers us to live
righteously (Rom. 8:4; 1 John 3:7). “Let
us offer to God acceptable worship, with
reverence and awe, for our God is a con-
suming fire” (Heb. 12:28-29).

Next devotional reading: page 205



euteronomy portrays

life and blessing as

being conditional: “the

blessing, if you obey . ..

and the curse, if you do not obey” (Deut.

11:27-28; cf. ch. 28; 30:15). Moses says

that God “keeps covenant and steadfast

love with those who love him and keep

his commandments . . . and repays to

their face those who hate him” (7:9-10;

cf. 5:9-10). How should Christians think
about God’s conditional love?

First, we must distinguish God’s uncon-
ditional elective love from his conditional
covenant love. God sets his elective love
on certain individuals before they are
even born or do anything good or bad
(Rom. 9:11-13, 16). He also chose and set
his affection on Israel, not because of
anything about them but only because
he loved them and was remaining true
to his promises to the patriarchs (Deut.
7:7-10). In contrast, God’s conditional
covenant love assumes that a relation-
ship exists that requires sustained loyalty
in order to enjoy the covenant Father’s
kindness instead of his severity (Rom.
11:22; cf. Rom. 8:28).

Second, Jesus underscores the prior-
ity of love by describing Moses’ call to
“love the LorDp” (Deut. 6:5) as “the great
and first commandment” (Matt. 22:37-
38). Jesus also stresses that those who

JASON S. DEROUCHIE

LOVE GOD AND LIVE
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love him will follow him (John 14:15, 21);
and, like Moses, he emphasizes, “If you
keep my commandments, you will abide
in my love, just as | have kept my Father’s
commandments and abide in his love”
(John 15:10). As such, Jude urges, “Keep
yourselves in the love of God” (Jude 21),
while also stressing that God keeps every
individual he electively loves (Jude 1).

Third, while the nation of Israel’s hard-
heartedness doomed them to destruc-
tion (Deut. 31:27, 29), God promised
a day when he would generate in his
people the love he commanded (30:6).
This happens through Jesus, whose per-
fect obedience fulfills for us the law’s
demands (Rom. 5:18-19; Col. 2:14) and
thus secures for us every spiritual bless-
ing as we await our full inheritance (Eph.
1:3, 13-14). God justifies us in Christ (Rom.
3:24; 8:1-3) in order to give us his Spirit,
by whom we are enabled to fulfill the law
of love (Rom. 8:4; 13:8-10), putting “to
death the deeds of the body” and meet-
ing the covenant conditions for life (8:13;
cf. 6:22). While “the Lord [still] disciplines
the one he loves” (Heb. 12:6), we rest in
the certainty that every promise of bless-
ing is already “Yes” for us in Christ (2 Cor.
1:20), and we now know that nothing in
all creation “will be able to separate us
from the [covenant] love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 8:39).

Next devotional reading: page 219



FICKLE PROMISES AND

arlier in Deuteronomy,
Moses declared that
loving God (Deut. 6:4-5;
10:12) and their neighbors
(10:16-19) was what God called Israel to
do. Now in chapters 12-26 the various
“statutes and rules” clarify how they
are to do that (12:1; 26:16). The central
thrust of this unit is captured in 16:20:
“Righteousness, and only righteous-
ness, you shall follow, that you may live”
(author’s translation). Our God, who is
passionate about right order, wants his
people to display righteousness in three
spheres: righteousness in community
worship (12:1-16:17), righteousness in
community oversight (16:18-18:22), and
righteousness in daily community life
(19:1-26:15). By keeping the “statutes and
rules” with all their heart and soul (26:16),
Israel will show that they love God with
all their heart and soul (6:5).

Drawing his second sermon to an end,
Moses now details in 26:16-19 the for-
malizing of the Moab covenant between
Yahweh and Israel. Verse 17 describes the
people’s declaration, and verses 18-19
describe Yahweh'’s response. The people
first assert their allegiance to Yahweh as
their God, and then they spell out the
implications of their commitment: to
follow his ways, to remain faithful to his
instruction, and to heed his voice (v. 17).
Yahweh in turn expresses his expecta-
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tion that they should live as his treasured
possession and follow his commands,
and then he promises that such living will
result in their being elevated in the eyes
of the nations and set apart as a holy
people (vv. 18-19).

Four decades earlier at Mount Sinai,
Yahweh made a comparable commit-
ment (Ex. 19:4-6) and the people a simi-
lar promise: “All that the LorD has spoken
we will do” (Ex. 19:8). But while Yahweh
is “a God of faithfulness and without
iniquity” (Deut. 32:4), history had proven
Israel’s faithlessness, and it would do so
again (31:27, 29; 2 Kings 17:13-15; Rom.
11:7-8). How fickle human promises can
be, and how much we need God’s grace
in order to live out our commitment to
love and righteousness (Deut. 29:4)!
Apart from such grace, right order in cor-
porate worship, in the public square, and
in our daily lives is impossible.

We should celebrate that Christ has
secured our pardon and that his Spirit
bears the fruit of love and faithfulness
in us, helping us by faith to become who
we could not be on our own (Gal. 2:20;
5:22-23). The Lord promises that he will
complete the work that he has begun in
us (Phil. 1:6), and we can rest today, trust-
ing a faithful God who has committed
to sanctify us completely, readying us
for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ
(1 Thess. 5:23-24).

Next devotional reading: page 225
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have set before you life and

death, blessing and curse.

Therefore, choose life . . . for

[God] is your life” (Deut. 30:19-

20). Moses’ logic here is breathtaking.

May the Lord help us feel and respond
appropriately to these truths.

First, spiritual life does not happen on
its own (see John 3:36; Eph. 2:1-3). We
must choose life. In the Sermon on the
Mount, Jesus notes, “For the gate is wide
and the way is easy that leads to destruc-
tion, and those who enter by it are many.
For the gate is narrow and the way is
hard that leads to life, and those who
find it are few” (Matt. 7:13-14). Impurity,
dishonesty, selfishness, arrogance, lazi-
ness, rash responses, and the like—these
characterize the natural, easy way, but
they lead to death. In contrast, purity,
honesty, service, humility, discipline, and
self-control distinguish the more difficult
way that leads to life, and such traits are
realized only when God by his Spirit cre-
ates new desires (Gal. 5:16-17).

Second, the choices we make reveal
our deepest longings and wants. Desires
drive action, for our highest motivations
always move us one way or another.
Sin results when temporary, empty
pleasures become more desirable than
pleasing God. With this in mind, notice
how Moses does more in Deuteronomy

JASON S. DEROUCHIE

GOD IS YOUR LIFE

DEUTERONOMY 30:19-20

30:19-20 than call for a decision. He
also motivates people to choose life by
grounding his charge in the most awe-
inspiring truth: to choose life is to gain
God, “for he is your life.” “The Rock, his
work is perfect. ... A God of faithfulness
and without iniquity, just and upright is
he” (32:4). This one who stands distinct
above all else (4:35; 33:26) and who
controls all things (4:39; 10:14)—this
one becomes ours. Supreme power and
worth wrapped in tender care . .. only for
those who choose life.

Third, Moses clearly believes that the
quest for joy, life, and blessing is itself not
sin (see Rom. 2:7). The sin comes when
we settle too quickly for fleeting, empty
pleasures instead of embracing lasting
pleasures of substance, all of which are
found only in relation to God (see 2 Pet.
1:4; 1 John 2:16-17). “You make known
to me the path of life; in your presence
there is fullness of joy; at your right
hand are pleasures forevermore” (Ps.
16:11). Paul stresses his conviction that
he will glorify Christ most when Christ
is his deepest satisfaction, both in life
and in death (Phil. 1:20-21). As such, he
declares, “Indeed, | count everything as
loss because of the surpassing worth
of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord” (Phil.
3:8). | exhort you today, choose life and
gain God.
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oses’ song in Deut-
eronomy 32:1-47 cap-
tures in poetic verse
what the rest of the
book declares: Israel had “dealt cor-
ruptly” with God (32:4-6), making
him jealous by idolatry, arousing his
anger and the promise of destruction
(vv. 21-22). Nevertheless, for the sake of
his reputation (vv. 26-27), God “will vin-
dicate his people and have compassion
on his servants, when he sees that their
power is gone” (v. 36). Yahweh said the
song itself was to stand as a lasting “wit-
ness for me against the people” (31:19).
In it Moses proclaims “the name of the
LorD” (32:3), describing Yahweh’s char-
acter as it will show itself in the people’s
history of sin, destruction, and resto-
ration (see Rev. 15:3-4).

In Deuteronomy, the Old Testament’s
most common terms for exile are remark-
ably scarce. Instead, the terms used
relate to extermination and death. For
example, God warns Israel that he will
“destroy [them] from off the face of the
earth” (6:14-15) and that they will “per-
ish” (8:19-20; 11:16-17; 30:17-18) if they
persist in idolatry. While passages like
4:29-31 and 30:1-10 underscore that a
remnant will continue to exist physically
in exile, the people as a national entity
and the old covenant they embody will
die. Anything that continues will be sub-
stantially discontinuous with the past.

After highlighting Israel’s corruption
and judgment and his own overflowing

JASON S. DEROUCHIE

THE HOPE OF
RESURRECTION

DEUTERONOMY 32:39

restorative compassion, Yahweh declares
in 32:39,

See now that |, even |, am he,
and there is no god beside me;
| kill and | make alive;
| wound and | heal;
and there is none that can
deliver out of my hand.

The Lord’s use of the word “heal” after
“wound” highlights that the ordering of
elements within the pairs is significant.
God portrays his curse as death and
injury, whereas the restoration blessing
that follows is nothing less than resur-
rection and healing. Deuteronomy 32:39
marks Scripture’s first clear witness to
the new covenant as rebirth, inaugurated
by resurrection from the dead.

Because only “in [Abraham’s] off-
spring shall all the nations of the earth be
blessed” (Gen. 22:18), the world’s hopes
rested on God’s willingness to “make
alive” after Israel’'s death-judgment.
Christ’s resurrection marks him as “the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead”
(Col. 1:118), “the firstfruits of those who
have fallen asleep” (1 Cor. 15:20). New
creation dawns in Jesus (2 Cor. 5:17),
and we who were “dead in our tres-
passes” are “made alive” together with
him (Eph. 2:5; cf. 1 Cor. 15:22). Thank God
for such great love. Pause and praise
the One who has overcome the curse of
death, who forgives sins, and who grants
wholeness, hope, holiness, joy, and life to
all who believe.
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